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Considering the nature of Japanese society in the 21st Century, Japan must urgently tackle
such important problems as aging, the expansion of fiscal deficits, and the worsening of global
environmental issues. In this context, it is a significant challenge to establish strategies that will
lead the economy to a path of stable and sustainable growth without a decline in economic
welfare. On these topics, a lot of researches have aready been launched abroad, and it will be
difficult for Japan to resolve those problems on its own.

The Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI), Cabinet Office, Government of Japan,
started the “International Collaboration Projects’ in collaboration with research institutes in
Japan and abroad in order to study these issues from various perspectives. These projects started
in 2004 with a focus on issues such as innovation, growth, and global warming, the goal of
achieving sustainable growth, and FTA.
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