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Bridging the Gap between Institutions:

Elevation from Special to General Institutions

By Akihiko MATSUI and Satoshi KAWASHIMA

Abstract

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities calls for the establishment of a gen-
eral institution for everyone, covering both people with and without disability, instead of a general
institution covering only people without disability. This paper examines this issue by using the two
opposing concepts of “relevant” and “irrelevant”. Just as making class and gender irrelevant has
eliminated discrimination based on them, the prohibition of discrimination against people with disa-
bility requires that disability be regarded as non-essential. Not only de jure discrimination, but also
de facto discrimination must be resolved. This paper also discusses affirmative action and examines
the role of special institutions to incorporate people with disability into the general institution. As a
concrete example, we examine the remote work system at the University of Tokyo and trace the
process of elevation of this institution, which was introduced as a special institution for people with
disability, into a general institution. It is concluded that through this elevation, the quality of society

as a whole will also improve.
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