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Higher School Admission Procedure Reforms in Prewar Japan

By Chiaki MORIGUCHI

Abstract

When the government has limited resources for higher education, what is an effective and equi-
table way to allocate school seats to students? In this study, we focus on a series of admission proce-
dure reforms for national higher education in Japan during the first three decades of the twentieth
century. First, we examine how the admission mechanisms were designed and implemented from a
perspective of matching theory in economics. Next, using contemporaneous as well as subsequently
available data, we investigate whether the points of contention in the repeated reforms were empiri-

cally valid and to what extent these policy designs were based on empirical evidence.
JEL Classification Codes: D02, 123, 128, N35, O15

Keywords: School Choice, Meritocracy, Matching Algorithm, Educational Disparity, Social Mo-
bility
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