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Efforts on Economic Forecasting:

Growing Uncertainty and the Role of Consensus Forecasting

By Yukiko ITO and Eriko TAKAHASHI

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the significance of the “JCER ESP Forecast” survey as a
private sector consensus forecast, amid heightened uncertainty and growing need for economic fore-
casting. The development of information and communication technology (ICT) has made it possible
to instantly obtain large amounts of information about the economy and construct forecasts. At the
same time, along with the development of ICT, uncertainty has elevated, and economic forecasting
has become increasingly important. In this context, the role of the “JCER ESP Forecast” is to first
provide reference criteria for the economic outlook, second to provide information clarifying the
formation of market expectations, and third, to present the diverse views of private sector economists
on economic risks and desirable policies. Uncertainty is inherent in forecasting; “JCER ESP Forecast”
provides the mean distribution of probabilities as information on uncertainty. Starting in 2022, meas-
urements indicating the direction of the consensus forecast bias, and the 50% probability that the
actual value will fall within a specific interval became available to the public. We use ESP Forecast
data to calculate economists’ average probability of peaks and troughs of the business cycle; in the
case of economic peaks, the index becomes significant when it exceeds 60% and approaches 90%,

and for troughs, when it exceeds 70%.

JEL Classification Codes: E37, E3
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&1 XEGDPEERER (H¥H) OFARE
. R ST AT
|7_E|§|:’Hﬁ e ERE THFFHERED e ERE FIFEFSERED I ERE FIFEFRED
. (MAE) T4 (RMSE) (MAE) 548 (RMSE) (MAE) TSR (RMSE)
2004 3 2.09 2.10 3.19 3.22 0.86 0.89
4 2.20 2.27 3.45 3.51 1.00 1.06
2005 1 3.65 3.67 2.09 2.14 5.12 5.13
2 0.43 0.49 1.35 1.45 1.34 1.43
3 0.56 0.60 0.69 0.81 1.63 1.67
4 3.52 3.64 2.31 2.48 5.09 5.11
2006 1 0.22 0.29 0.99 1.01 1.23 1.24
2 1.80 1.82 2.67 2.69 1.01 1.04
3 0.77 0.85 1.73 1.83 0.69 0.95
4 1.96 2.00 0.79 0.84 3.12 3.16
2007 1 0.60 0.66 0.30 0.37 1.40 1.40
2 0.83 0.87 1.57 1.60 0.21 0.25
3 0.87 0.88 0.21 0.25 1.68 1.68
4 2.15 2.20 1.06 1.20 3.26 3.29
2008 1 1.84 1.95 0.58 0.85 3.20 3.28
2 2.43 2.71 3.51 3.65 1.42 1.70
3 1.12 1.17 2.26 2.29 0.29 0.36
4 10.00 10.80 11.93 12.34 8.23 9.49
2009 1 9.96 11.09 11.90 12.39 8.12 10.27
2 2.94 3.44 1.35 1.76 5.39 5.71
3 2.54 2.56 0.72 0.78 4.20 4.22
4 2.74 2.83 1.49 1.58 4.16 4.19
2010 1 3.17 3.50 2.42 2.58 4.55 4.68
2 1.16 1.20 2.26 2.28 0.17 0.22
3 2.00 2.02 0.99 1.07 2.93 2.95
4 1.00 1.11 1.17 1.51 1.67 1.95
2011 1 4.08 4.22 5.50 5.57 2.43 2.85
2 1.92 2.01 1.12 1.80 3.58 3.68
3 1.17 1.32 1.29 1.33 3.32 3.45
4 3.60 3.77 5.15 5.27 2.06 2.31
2012 1 1.76 1.81 0.36 0.39 3.16 3.21
2 0.72 0.74 1.81 1.82 0.33 0.39
3 3.83 4.15 5.15 5.23 2.99 3.27
4 0.49 0.59 1.55 1.59 0.91 1.03
2013 1 1.25 1.32 0.41 0.44 2.29 2.33
2 0.54 0.56 1.51 1.52 0.34 0.37
3 1.33 1.37 2.28 2.31 0.40 0.47
4 2.50 2.51 3.62 3.63 1.43 1.46
2014 1 1.40 1.40 0.26 0.31 2.94 2.94
2 2.17 2.39 3.84 4.00 1.12 1.28
3 4.81 4.86 6.54 6.66 3.52 3.56
4 0.74 0.95 2.04 2.13 1.00 1.13
2015 1 0.26 0.30 1.08 1.11 1.42 1.47
2 2.87 3.18 3.97 4.10 2.32 2.44
3 2.22 2.40 3.25 3.42 1.27 1.50
4 2.33 2.47 3.34 3.39 1.64 1.74
2016 1 0.79 0.94 0.50 0.54 1.79 1.84
2 0.48 0.60 1.67 1.76 0.79 0.86
3 1.26 1.27 0.52 0.59 2.04 2.05
4 0.22 0.22 0.65 0.69 0.95 0.96
2017 1 0.96 0.99 0.41 0.48 1.54 1.55
2 2.31 2.33 1.67 1.73 2.97 2.98
3 0.07 0.07 0.62 0.62 0.53 0.55
4 0.57 0.61 1.33 1.37 0.21 0.24
2018 1 1.46 1.52 2.14 2.20 0.87 0.96
2 0.45 0.49 0.28 0.37 1.09 1.10
3 1.96 2.11 2.74 2.83 1.37 1.54
4 0.41 0.54 1.51 1.63 0.48 0.50
2019 1 1.44 1.60 0.48 0.66 2.38 2.56
2 1.12 1.30 0.63 0.70 1.98 2.11
3 0.93 1.04 1.90 1.99 0.25 0.36
4 3.06 3.11 4.27 4.30 1.61 1.70
2020 1 2.38 2.82 2.91 3.47 2.75 2.79
2 11.29 15.42 16.22 19.27 8.24 13.01
3 8.41 8.95 2.72 2.87 13.39 13.91
4 7.96 8.10 5.12 5.47 11.16 11.20
2021 1 2.18 3.16 4.21 4.99 2.86 3.17
2 2.05 2.66 3.37 4.56 2.55 2.66
3 5.37 5.74 7.36 7.80 3.71 4.02
4 0.82 0.84 2.09 2.21 1.76 2.05
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B 51%. 65 HRICKRH ORI E & HIZTRIENE S B LTErERLTND, TR
LT, BRI A TWD 6 DO T OfFEAICARSINDIEHTH L, FlxiX, B§H
DOTFHAIE 2004 46 A0vH 11 HETEN, #7773 2004 47 ~9 AlZ x5 L
L7 PREOHERE Th 2, FEMMEIL. 2004 4 11 Blcar e A FHIZRER LIZHZICA
KEINTCIRERELZ 72y FLTWD, KOKRE (FHIA L2021 49 A D 2022 4 2
H £ T) PO TRIGSIT 2021 4F 10~12 AHIT, 3 70 WISV TOTHNEOHE
BafinTng

6 # AROTHNEDOZEIZ, T L —FHMITBEEINDDTIERL, EHARTFH~D
BEEZBVIETZ LD, £DOREDEBECRBTI AR SNTHEHERE KB LT
MR, ZoXoR@hxLRdtBEILND,

EETHITIE, @A EARAE ORI EF I E 2 O 18 [HOTHID 5 5 5[ &
SENTEE LR o 72hs, TEHITHICix, 70 PR 42 P L 6 B A- TN D, =
VX, AFETHOSEIE, PHIFRFR CIEELHE > TWRWERKRD Z &2 THlT 5 0%t
L. MPEHTROSEE, BRCBEICZ2> TODHIRNTRRS T, vav I iboizt
LTCHEECR Z 722 L 30> TRY, TOva v 7 NREFICED L D RIERZ KITT
e THTIEIW NG THA D,

6 » AMOTROIRIVIE L, -SRI D RES BT DL EFITHMRLTND LI
HZD, 65 AROEIEEN RS K& oD, 2020 44 ~ 6 AHOTHIT, 28.9%K
A ¥ P PREAME T LTV 5, 2009 41~ 3 AH#1, 2008 4 10~12 H#IH Moo FHIELE,
2020 47~ 9 HHIIL 8.98% KA > b D LFEEL 72> T2,

F1LIE, PRRRIUEH L, 6 p AHOFRRRZEDOEHZHFE LD TH D, 6
» AMOFROIRIMEN K E Do 72 EFEO 4 TPREHIIC W CiE, PRERED K&V, 7272
L. &Rz, PRIORIENRKE DN HEED RE W EIXIRS 20,

Y] mf ) ARAREE D 5 B EOTFRIFREN RN TH T Efib &, 6 4 A
VR THZ & TRIRIERD 70 M0 5 HRaFEENT 14 [B], @SAEEE 25 |l ARG
3LETHD :y?y%x%mf@é%¥w®%¢$mabéﬁwo%ﬁ@&%ﬁ%@%
ML R > TRl L7380, #4728 20 [B1, @708 27 [B], ARALEEI28 23 |l E | 4
DR %#ﬁm&&é@ﬁitzé%w@ TRERZED KX SO S OFHlIX =F D
ILERTHD Z EIFEDLLRV, Lo L, FHEIED @A WSS T bR EIC
IEWEATH, BPEHIIEEOBIAE L TWDH b RE <HAND 2 Lidial, TOEK
Tarer2A7FHELTEATNDDTH D,

4. FRAEDTHEEM

41 FRAED»H
AFEEMENBET R TP O=— AN EE > TWADITTEN, ZOTFHRNEIC & A EMEN
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b5, AT CHRE GDP REFE TRO/RT 4 —~ 2 Aahi- L BY | EEMES SN &K
AEE ORI E B2 WG E HEZ, H%mwﬁﬁ%#mﬂ~?ykﬁﬁé®#kw5
THHED 3> Th, TOBENEDRRED, TOBEOKENT T Ah~AFAhE N

) ZEIZE-ThH, AxDORBEREITES TS ;90%%®%ﬁ%®%$kbf:yﬁy
P 2T E A NDITIE, %@fE%@T%%@#&@&f&@#@%ﬁ%ﬁ%f&é

f%P7ﬁ~%%XFﬁEJTi2m&$6H: 'E GDP R & HEF WM 55
DFELETRNZHONT, FRIEOHRSMICET 5E WﬂLMSht%;% GDP iR
DWNTIE, 0.5% KA » "B DIEZ R LT, TAENDOROHRIZIFRENRADL EBZ B
LMEREZNTNDY, ZOREEZEE LI EESMREA ARSI TND

BJ 61X, 2020 5 AFAEICIIT HFE mmﬁﬁ#%M@Iﬁ“ﬁfﬁé 3 % HHio
2 HRERR S, i CHivit T s, 2 Hidid, BECH R 2 v ) o A L ARG EHN
f%#ﬁb%wfwtﬂ\?%E%E;T@5ﬂiEWﬂMtfwﬁwﬁ@fﬁé 2 A
IRf 0D 2020 4FLE D FEE GDP B E RO TR (R THIOKR-E) 13, 045% Th o7, V1
%ﬁ%ﬁé&\ﬁﬁﬁﬂo%i@%wﬁﬁiNS%\74f2ﬁ§®%¢iﬂﬂ%k\¥
BINIXIZE T T A ENRIAEN TV,

6 =E GDP HERTFH (2020 £E) OHENH
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(%) k7 7 7132020 4 2 HiAE. #2727 7135 A4,
(&R HARBEHIEE % — [ESP 7+ —F% v A M4

UOSEHITTER (2008) A,

2 T7p—Fy AF =%, TNENDOROMHEREZEGFHT DL 100%I12725 X2 ICEET 5, ENENDIED
REROPIEIZHERER LD E., TOT7 4+ —F ¥ AX—NEETR & LTEE L THEIE GRTHED I
IFFELL 25,

- 240 -



TR O MA~AHEFVEOH R & 2 b P A PRORE~

2SR LT 5 A& TIE, GDP B ERO T (KPR O 1I~A1 T X 539%F
TR T Lz, PN HD & RERER~A TR 55%5 0 &< e D MRIL47.8%., ~A
FAS55%LUT & 2R DMERIT 52.2% &, PRAEAITIE GDP AR O s PRI Lo &
o TWND, M6 DKERD L, PTIURT 77 L0 BT 7 7 RRRICIRN > T, 7
F—F X AX—DRITN 5 AT S IE-> TE TV ER3pnd,

42 S50%EERMELFHLIMHLEHT HIHER

AR TRN S, 2t AP EOREREFIEN D D ONEMD Z LA T
x5, LL, Z2O7DIZIE, HMAOREBICHDLILERG D, £ 2T, FIEEE&ED
LIz, ik - R (2022a) 1E. ZAUE CERE SN EESAA O TR D AHEENE
BT DIEMAER LT- 2 DOFEEABI%E L7214,

—DE, S0%EHEXETH D, FHHATRIOH 1 WAALR &5 3 AL sl E s
X[, EAEMED 50%DFERTAD L 7+ —F ¥ AX =N TPHET LM TH D03, FEH
IZh ZOKMIC, ERFENZE 50%DHRTINES L),

B —OOREIX, FH AN LREHT S GDP ER (LT lavkerthr2) &
FES) Th %, DA FRIOFREXMOF Il L ZDOXMOVLMHERY T L 5 &, FED GDP
MEREZHETHIENTED, ZOHEEZRDDLZLICLY, a2 FH (GRF
B OKTLE) DEAEME & LR TRKZR O NR DD, A T AD KM% FRHIC TR TE
HlWwd, Thbb, artrR22, 6 AEETarv 2 FRIAE EEl->TWS &
AU ATPRNEFRRME LY FIRL T A TR m S, vk 2ena e
2T A TE> TS &, a2 FRITEFRE LD TR TW DTN H H, 2
DEININA T ADF A% TR TE D OIX, GDP FKEROMEENSAIE, mTHILL LD
WBAZENTODEND TEARWNE T - B2 (2022a) TIFHEZ L TV D,

5. mANEBRDTFA

FERIFIEEOREEZ THT 5 Z LIz T, S%aR0oms (1L, &) BDnoeR
D& THTLHZLEBEETH D, RXILRKFE TIINORINE—27 & 5 DOD), £t
FRABBRIETHITOSFERN L ONE WD Z L A% ORFIFE~A T 75 E
WREIITERRER TH L0072, L, s Ly, SoR OB S O R
ONEFRTLHZLIX. S HICRETH L, mR[OEHE O B 2 NEI I HEET 50,
EAHLR AN & T 24550 b 3R WERNRREDL A TH LHEND TR D)
%, &2 T, IESP 7 4 —% v A NifiEE] IZHBT 2 HADEBAUZ OV TO TRl & FED

B 73 —F% ¥y AZ—0OETHEOEMERES ., 2 AFAE TIZ 024, 5 AFHETIT 1.64 LHERL TN 5,
142022 NS, FEE GDP [RER L HBEEDM LF-RIZOWTORENE2E, 6 A & 12 AOFERKR
LR CTAREIND L HiIchot,
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CEURFIC & o TREE S5 R OfisHi s & ORI 5 20 BIEEAUR Shuaui, Sk
OMELE LTET D ENTEDDTILIRNTEA H M,

[ESP 7+ —3F v A Mali#E) Tlid, 2008 451 HIZ, 14AELINIZEROEisH S < 5 ek
momfwﬁﬁ%%#bto“%@ﬁﬁi%$WMLt%®® BRI, P RO

@E# N EIhEE, %thEKLt CIXERHA SN T H 725 720 %
B, HERETnZeny ) EEIE L7=5A120 14N %:?ﬁ&ﬁrb& HHERITENL BV g
=TV AL,

BHAR—LRN—=U TARII TV DOIHERIL, THETWRV] L) BIZEE O FHIEET
HoHY, TZT, BIZEHEEENEIBZTCWINEEET -0, EE) LRELE
LA OMEREZ 100% & L, BEE TV L0 ) [EEEN TRl LR & &b ChEEE
LEOVEYEERL L, ZORMOLRHEREZ R LIZON, K7 Th b, B Odriufiix
TARELNICRROEBHREN DHFEE, 74 —F ¥ AX =N FEHMIZE I LT D hE T
2y FLTWDZ &5, KO RITE, WEFAFRICRE LTI - HO R E 2D
HEAZMFLTHD,

TESP 7 4+ —F ¥ A hilif] CZOEMZEL THD ZNE T, SO R % 6 [H]
PR L T2, D9 5 FRANTAXUTHEE S 72 LR (2008 4F 2 H 2012 4E 3 H |
2018 4F 10 ) IZFEMINTZHEICBNT, 74 —F ¥ AZ =T ED LI ITH TV
wﬁ%%%ﬁé&\wfh%m%ﬁf%éo%@%\m%%ﬁiéi?i5~mwﬂk%
RN D332 TN D DY, 60% Z A8 2 T2 121E B5H-A B — RSN BAHIZ i%%%ﬁ
ZTCW5, ZO3REIOFITHD E, 1HELNIZ Mﬂ<5%4m%% LA, BE
W E TV D TR @V & W R D,

60% 8 & V9 KIEIZ DN TIE, 3 16 TEERDILIZ DOV T OMRN 60% % —HB 2726 0
DO, EBRESNNoTZERH DT, HWEEAEL 52 LIXTE RV, TORT
2014 - 8 AFRAEIZIBW T 30%IZE L, 11 AIZ 60% %z, 201543 AIZ 66.3% & B —7
ZOF e, UL, 2017 46 A 15 BICHEFIE, 2012 4F 11 H LAREILERRE SAL78u & 58
LT, DV, [ESP 74+ —F v A M) TOMEEN 60% 21 ThH, IREII
BNZENRHHILHEBERLTND, UENSEX DL, LEBREINDINE I DERD
WZIE, 60% E A 72%, S HI290%IZIESMNE I NIEETIHILERD 5,

— . B ONTHD & FRINTARUTHEE S B O] (2009 4 3 A 2012 4F 11
. 2020 4E 5 A) IC PR SN2 EBIHERIT 40~60% B Th -T2, ZD 1~2 % HHIZ 70%
2 T BITEIRIZ 100% [>T D, BICHONTH, [LEFRTL, 516 fE5R T

15 [ESP 7 4 —F ¥ A MAZL) TIE, RO & X3 E A R & B oE M 2170, #BE &l DI
EWVIFREL AR LTS,

18 HRNIHRE SR, ROESEIZT TR ZOEET, KETLO0EHRS (U-B-U-8) 1220

THWTWAIIH L B 5,

7 B 20X, 2023 £ 3 AFRBERER TIEL 2020 £ 5 ADRDORDILIZHONWT, HBETZ) LW O RIZHEN 1A,
R ETHRWV) WS EEZEN 33 AT, 4% LELNICILD K DHERO THINEEI 38.0% TH D, =
DOMERIL, [IEF 34 ADH 6 33 NOTFRIFEETH D,
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—BF55% F T ERLIENABERESNBRWVIGEND 72720, 0% Z B2 2 E D i3—
DDRMBOIT/2AH 9,

K7 1ZFLRNICEROEBRAN HHEE
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v [BEfEE] '¥[2009.1.29] V¥ [20106.27) ¥ [2011.10.19] V¥ [2013821] ¥ [2014.5.30] V¥ [2015.7.24] V¥ [2017.6.15] V¥ [2018.12.13] ¥ [2020.7.30] ¥ [2021.11.30] ¥ [2022.7.19]
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ZDOHT, TESP 7 4+ —F v A Mlid) 1&, REOa 2o 2 FHlE LT3 20%E %
HoTWbH Nz 5,

LI, "RROFTEDOSELROIEELRMT L2 THL, a v AT AL
BT HAILDR R OED, BN EARNL A O FHAE D &1, 5581072 T & AE8LH
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