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Broad Overview of 
Japan’s Economic Growth and Prospects



Major Structural Characteristics:

Very high performance in human capital: 
education, health

Very high performance in science,  technology,
innovation

Still a surprisingly closed economy 

Surprisingly modest productivity, probably 
linked to relatively closed structures 
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JAPANESE LEADERSHIP IN INDUSTRIAL ROBOTICS: 
ROUGHLY HALF OF WORLD MARKET



Relative Lack of Openness











JAPAN’S PRODUCTIVITY AND GROWTH 
ARE NOT COMMENSURATE WITH ITS 
TECHNOLOGICAL EXCELLENCE





SOME WEAKNESSES IN DEPLOYING JAPANESE 
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES:

LAG IN RECOGNIZING GLOBAL APPLICATIONS

LACK OF GLOBAL REACH

HIGH-COST PRODUCTION

LACK OF NATIONAL LOW-CARBON STRATEGY 
IN ENERGY
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