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Table 1. DQAF (July 2003): Summary of Results for National Accounts
Compiling Agency: Economic and Social Research Institute, Cabinet Office

Key to symbols: NA = Not Applicable; O = Practice Observed; LO = Practice Largely Observed; LNO = Practice Largely Not Observed; NO = Practice Not Observed; SDDS = Complies with
SDDS Criteria

Element

NA

Assessment

0

LO | LNO [ NO

Comments

Prerequisites of quality

0.1
0.2

0.3
0.4

Legal and institutional environment
Resources

Relevance
Other quality management

Staffing is relatively low for operational and developmental
purposes.

Assurances of integrity

11
1.2
1.3

Professionalism
Transparency
Ethical standards

X X X

Methodological soundness

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4

Concepts and definitions
Scope
Classification/sectorization
Basis for recording

X X X X

Accuracy and reliability

3.1
3.2

3.3
3.4

3.5

Source data
Assessment of source data

Statistical techniques

Assessment and validation of intermediate
data and statistical outputs

Revision studies

Some source data needs strengthening.

Source data are provided in aggregate form and may not be
consistent across concepts, coverage, and classification.

No formal revision studies are carried out.

Serviceability

4.1
4.2
4.3

Periodicity and timeliness
Consistency
Revision policy and practice

X X X

Accessibility

5.1
5.2
5.3

Data accessibility
Metadata accessibility
Assistance to users

X X X
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Recommendations

Promote data consistency across the datasets, by systematizing consultation with
data-producing agencies.

Review the current level of staffing of the national accounts data given that it is
somewhat low for operational and developmental purposes.

Further develop quarterly accounts from the production side with the view to
disseminate these data.

Treat the consumption tax in valuation according to the net approach as
recommended in the 1993 SNA.

Enhance the coverage of source data for service industries, in general, and of short-
term statistics for the quarterly accounts and consider the further development of a
reliable, up-to-date, sampling frame of establishments (business register).

Undertake revision studies for the quarterly expenditure account releases and
publish the outcomes.

Provide more detail in the quarterly release for household consumption expenditures
(COICOP group, durable/nondurable) and on capital investment by type.

(i) COICOP &%, 93SNA T rEhTWd INMEAREEZEDBMA %)
(Classification of Individual Consumption by Purpose) D &,



(RI#K 4) REFIZH TS5t (Response by the Authorities)

o Promote data consistency across the datasets, by systematizing consultation with
data-producing agencies.

Discussions are underway at the CPSSR on the functions and organization of the “Control
Tower” for government statistics. Utilizing the functions of the “Control Tower” that would
be established based on discussions held by the Committee, and the existing coordination
frameworks such as “the Study Meeting for Development of Statistics on Service
Industries” and “the Expert Meeting for Development of Statistics related to National
Accounts,” the CAO will continue to engage in necessary consultations and coordination
with data-producing agencies.

o Review the current level of staffing of the national accounts data, given that it is
somewhat low for operational and developmental purposes.

The CAO recognizes the shortage of human resources in meeting the increasing need for
national accounts statistics, and will strive to enhance the level of staffing both in quality
and in quantity, through various measures, including collaboration with the research section,
provision of appropriate training, and a request for an increase in staff.

o Further develop quarterly accounts from the production side with the view to
disseminate these data.

Extension of the coverage of quarterly accounts is one of the highest priority tasks, and the
CAO has begun to study how to develop preliminary quarterly accounts for production
series and others.

o Treat the consumption tax in valuation according to the net approach as
recommended in the 1993 SNA.

Due to the limitation of source data, the consumption tax is not being treated according to
the net approach in the current Japanese national accounts. The CAO will consult with
relevant agencies about the availability of necessary source data, and will conduct studies
on the feasibility of net treatment of the consumption tax, taking data availability into
account.

o Enhance the coverage of source data for service industries, in general, and of
short-term statistics for the quarterly accounts, and consider further development
of a reliable, up-to-date, sampling frame of establishments (business register).

Specific steps to develop statistics on service industries and statistics related to national
accounts are being discussed concretely among the relevant agencies, such as the MIC and
statistical experts. The CAO participates in these discussions and offers feedback from the
viewpoint of improving the national accounts.



o Undertake revision studies for the quarterly expenditure account releases and
publish the outcomes.

The CAO recognizes the usefulness of revision studies to improve the accuracy of national
accounts data, and will conduct revision studies for the quarterly expenditure accounts and
publish the outcomes.

e Provide more detail in the quarterly release for household consumption
expenditures (COICOP group, durable/nondurable) and on capital investment by
type.

The CAO plans to publish more detailed data for household consumption expenditures and
on capital investment in the near future. As for capital formation, the CAO has already

begun a comprehensive study on refinement of concepts and data compilation by type of
assets.



